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GRAVEL SWITCH.

Gravel Switch Is on the Illinois Central Railroad about two
miles below Grand Rivers. There is not only a flag stop by that
name, but a switch that sends the freight trains to exceedingly val-
uable gravel beds. The gravel beds are more than 1,000 feet in
length and 50 feet in thickness above the present level of the rail-
road tracks. (1) There is one gravel bed more than 1,000 feet in
length close to the Gravel Switch which has been temporarily aban-
doned. (2) A second gravel bed just above Gravel Switch. (3) A third
gravel bed of more than 1,000 feet in length now operated by the
Illinois Central Railroad. This gravel bed from borings has been
proven to be 100 feet thick and the Illinois Central intends soon to
start working on a level 50 feet below the present level and give
a 100 foot working face.

The gravel consists largely of quartz pebbles cemented to-
gether with a white clay. The gravel is broken down by explosives
and loaded by steam shovels into cars for shipment as railroad bal-
last and for the manufacture of concrete. When this product is used
as ballast it soon becomes as hard as concrete. When shiptped to
Birmingham, Alabama, it becomes hard like cement before reaching
its destination. It is the largest and best gravel deposit known by
the author. The Illinois Central bought 60 acres of this 'gravel from
W. C. Bell of Grand Rivers. -He still owns more 'gravel areas.

There is also said to be 50 acres or more of this same type of
sand owned by S. E. Sexton. This material is of great value in the
manufacture of permanent roads^ for it has high resistance to
abrasion and high cementing power. A sample of this gravel was
carefully washed to study its sand content. While glass sand can
be washed from the gravel it is not recommended.has been used for many years by the
